Holy Apostles Church
Santos Apostoles
7 Austin Street
Rochester, New York 14606

August 16, 2022

Dear brothers and sisters and friends of Holy Apostles Church,

What a blessing it has been to be able to do some things that we have not done in
such a long time... Ice Cream Socials, Neighborhood Dinners, Parish Picnic,
Missionaries of Peace. It feels healthy and good to interact on a more personal
level with each other. My hope and prayer is that this ability to live and be
together as God has created us to be, will continue to increase, and fill us
evermore with the joy of being alive ... As the Lord has indicated, 'T came that you
might have the fulness of life!'
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We have been praying that we would be able to rent our
school building, since our lease with the City School

| District ended. We were fortunate to be able to find a
Charter School that was still looking for space beginning
with the 2023-2024 school year. This Charter School,

: | Innova, has been looking at 3 different locations, including
our school. At the beginning of this past week, we were
informed that they have narrowed their search down to us
and only one other location, and that they will make their

" decision on August 22™ at their Board Meeting. I am asking
you to please pray “Big Time” for this decision. We are
dependent the rental income from the school building to stay financially viable. This has been the case
for many, many years now. Minimally our school building has been rented to ABC Head Start, Vertus
Charter School, and the City School District more than once. The leasing of the school building over
all these years has enabled Holy Apostles parish to remain vital in this neighborhood through all our
ministries and outreach efforts. The reality is that Holy Apostles parish is the unique manifestation of a
Catholic presence on the Westside of Rochester that takes in several square miles and more than
20,000 people.

So, the leasing of this building is very important for us and why I am asking you to pray from now
until August 22", and then pray in a special way during the time the Board is meeting Monday August
22" from 5:30pm-7pm. I consider it a "God-incidence” that what we celebrate liturgically at Mass on
August 22™ in the celebration of the Queenship of Mary. I have already been praying intensely to
Mary about this over these many weeks, and I am hoping that the selection of this date from the
Charter School to make this decision is a "Heavenly sign"! ... Please, God, may it be so!

Obviously, there is some reluctance from some of the Charter School Board members to come to our
school or they would have made their decision sooner. And apparently, they do have another
alternative to convert an existing building into a school. Nevertheless, this will be at a much higher
cost than it will be to simply come to an already existing and usable school building like ours. I truly
believe that our school is ready for an elementary school once again and that we ourselves will be
ready to support the young girls who could attend this school ... And who knows how these
relationships could develop and become fruitful and lasting...?



So, I am asking each of you to pray to Our Blessed Mother for this special intention. Please ask her to
wrap her loving arms around all of those involved in this decision, to intercede for them and to move
them towards God's Will in this regard. Mary moved even her Son, Jesus, to be open towards the
Father's Will at the wedding feast at Cana, and for sure, her prayer and intercession can help those
making this decision on Monday August 22" as they meet from 5:30pm-7pm. So, please, please
commit yourselves to pray every day for this and during the time of the Board meeting on August 22"
from 5:30pm-7pm!

On another note, one of the sad realities that we must come to grips
with in this life on earth is saying "Goodbye " to people that we
love and who have been there for us. This is not always due to
death, but sometimes is a result of a new situation, a transition, a
move. We will be facing one such move with one of the most stable
and reliable persons that we have had at Holy Apostles for more
than 20 years, Joanne Kleisley. Joanne, and her husband George
will be moving to Florida where they will be living much closer to
their children and family. Joanne has been such an invaluable
presence here. She has not only done all the technical aspects of her
job and her responsibilities so well, but she has always been
someone who put a warm and loving face and voice to anyone who
came or called Holy Apostles parish. She was always an engaging, kind, and respectful human being
on the front lines, conveying what we are all about here at Holy Apostles. She was the first one
interacting with people with multiple needs, who invariably found in her the Christ - like compassion
they hope for and made us so glad that she was in the position she was. Joanne did not need to be told
what to do for someone who was in need and at the door or on the phone. She simply took the initiative
and responded out of her Christlike and motherly heart. She was always willing to listen ... sometimes
manifesting nearly angelic patience! She was helpful and down to earth with people. People felt
comfortable with her, and they almost always left feeling better for having interacted with her... And
when Joanne ever needed any other help beyond what we could give her, her husband George was
always there. It was like getting two for one! And he especially kept us well fed in the rectory!

So, at this time, as Joanne and her husband George move to Florida to be close to their children and
family, we wish them the very best and God's richest blessings. We will certainly miss them and pray
that this move will bring to them so much contentment, joy, and love!

Their last weekend with us will be August 27%-28% and we will host a small reception for them after
each Mass. So, please mark this on your calendar and plan to greet them after Mass and thank them for
all they have done for us! God has certainly blessed us with them and in them has shown us once again
why human relationships are so important and meaningful to us... They are like a little foretaste of
Heaven!

Thank you, Joanne and George, for giving us that foretaste!
Love, in Our Lord,

Fr. Tony



Holy Apostles Church
Santos Apostoles
7 Austin Street
Rochester, New York 14606

16 de agosto de 2022
Queridos hermanos y hermanas y amigos de la Iglesia de los Santos Apostoles,

iQue bendicién ha sido poder hacer algunas cosas que no habiamos hecho en tanto tiempo!... Sociales de
Helado, Cenas Vecinales, Picnic Parroquial, Misioneros de la Paz. Se siente saludable y bueno interactuar a un
nivel mas personal con los demds. Mi esperanza y mi oracion es que esta capacidad de vivir y estar juntos
como Dios nos ha creado para que seamos, continde aumentando y nos llene cada vez mas con el gozo de
estar vivos... Como el Sefor ha indicado, 'Vine para que puedan tener la plenitud de la vida!'

Hemos estado orando para poder alquilar el edificio de
nuestra escuela, desde que finalizé nuestro contrato de
arrendamiento con el Distrito Escolar de la ciudad. Tuvimos
la suerte de poder encontrar una Escuela Charter que
todavia estaba buscando espacio a partir del afio escolar
2023-2024. Esta Escuela Charter, Innova, ha estado
buscando en 3 ubicaciones diferentes, incluida nuestra
escuela. A principios de la semana pasada, se nos informod
que habian reducido su busqueda a nosotros y solo a otra
ubicacion, y que tomarian su decision el 22 de agosto en su
reunion de la Junta de Directivos. Les pido que por favor
oren “Big Time” por esta decision. Dependemos de los
ingresos por alquiler del edificio de la escuela para mantenernos economicamente viables. Este ha sido
el caso durante muchos, muchos afios. Minimamente, nuestro edificio escolar ha sido alquilado a ABC
Head Start, Vertus Charter School y City School District méas de una vez. El arrendamiento del edificio
de la escuela durante todos estos anos ha permitido que la parroquia de los Santos Apostoles siga
siendo vital en este vecindario a través de todos nuestros ministerios y esfuerzos de extension. La
realidad es que la parroquia de los Santos Apdstoles es la manifestacion Uinica de una presencia
catolica en el lado oeste de Rochester que abarca varias millas cuadradas y mas de 20,000 personas.
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Entonces, el arrendamiento de este edificio es muy importante para nosotros y por eso les pido que
oren desde ahora hasta el 22 de agosto, y luego oren de manera especial durante el tiempo que la Junta
de Directivos se retne: el lunes 22 de agosto a partir de las 5:30pm — 7:00pm. Considero una
"Coincidencia de Dios" que celebramos litirgicamente el Reinado de Maria en la Misa del 22 de
agosto. ;Yo he estado orando intensamente a Maria por esto durante muchas semanas, y espero que la
seleccion de esta fecha por parte de la Escuela Charter sea una “sefal Celestial”!... jPor favor, Dios,
que asi sea!

Obviamente, hay cierta resistencia por parte de algunos de los miembros de la Junta de Escuelas
Charter para venir a nuestra escuela o habrian tomado su decision antes. Y aparentemente, tienen otra
alternativa para convertir un edificio existente en una escuela. Sin embargo, esto tendra un costo
mucho mas alto que simplemente venir a un edificio escolar ya existente y utilizable como el nuestro.
Realmente creo que nuestra escuela esta lista para una escuela primaria una vez mas y que nosotros
mismos estaremos listos para apoyar a las jovenes que podrian asistir a esta escuela... ;Y quién sabe
coémo estas relaciones podrian desarrollarse y volverse fructiferas y duraderas...?

Entonces, les pido a cada uno de ustedes que oren a Nuestra Santisima Madre por esta intencion
especial. Pidele que rodee con sus brazos amorosos a todos los involucrados en esta decision, que



interceda por ellos y los mueva hacia la Voluntad de Dios al respecto. Maria movio incluso a su Hijo,
Jesus, a estar abierto a la Voluntad del Padre en las bodas de Cana, y por supuesto, su oracion e
intercesion pueden ayudar a quienes toman esta decision el lunes 22 de agosto cuando se retinan de
5:30pm a 7pm. jEntonces, por favor, comprométanse a orar todos los dias por esto y durante la reunion
de la Junta el 22 de agosto de 5:30 pm a 7 pm!

Por otro lado, una de las tristes realidades que debemos enfrentar en
esta vida terrenal es decir "Adi0s" a las personas que amamos y que
han estado ahi para nosotros. Esto no siempre se debe a la muerte,
pero a veces es el resultado de una nueva situacion, una transicion,
una mudanza. Nos enfrentaremos a una de esas mudanzas con una
de las personas mas estables y confiables que hemos tenido en
Santos Apodstoles durante mas de 20 afios, Joanne Kleisley. Joanne
y su esposo George se mudaran a Florida, donde vivirdn mucho mas
cerca de sus hijos y su familia. Joanne ha sido una presencia
invaluable aqui. No solo ha hecho muy bien todos los aspectos
técnicos de su trabajo y sus responsabilidades, sino que siempre ha ™
sido alguien que puso una cara y una voz calidas y amorosas a
cualquiera que vino o llamo a la parroquia de los Santos Apdstoles.
Ella siempre fue un ser humano amable y respetuoso en primera linea, transmitiendo lo que somos aqui
en Santos Apostoles. Ella fue la primera en interactuar con personas con multiples necesidades,
quienes invariablemente encontraban en ella la compasion de Cristo que esperaban y nos alegraba
mucho que estuviera en la posicion que estaba. Joanne no necesitaba que le dijeran qué hacer por
alguien que lo necesitaba y estaba en la puerta o por teléfono. Ella simplemente tomo la iniciativa y
respondi6 desde su corazon cristiano y maternal. Ella siempre estaba dispuesta a escuchar... ja veces
manifestando una paciencia casi angelical! Ella fue servicial y con los pies en la tierra con la gente. La
gente se sentia comoda con ella, y casi siempre se iban sintiéndose mejor por haber interactuado con
ella... Y cuando Joanne alguna vez necesito otra ayuda mas alla de la que podiamos brindarle, su
esposo George siempre estuvo ahi. jEra como conseguir dos por uno! ;Y especialmente nos mantuvo
bien alimentados en la rectoria!

Entonces, en este momento, mientras Joanne y su esposo George se mudan a Florida para estar cerca
de sus hijos y su familia, les deseamos lo mejor y las mas ricas bendiciones de Dios. jCiertamente los
extrafiaremos y rezaremos para que esta mudanza les traiga mucha alegria, y amor!

Su ultimo fin de semana con nosotros sera el 27 y 28 de agosto, y haremos una pequena recepcion para
ellos después de cada misa. Por lo tanto, marque esto en su calendario y planee saludarlos después de
la misa y jagradecerles por todo lo que han hecho por nosotros! Ciertamente Dios nos ha bendecido
con ellos y en ellos nos ha mostrado una vez mas por qué las relaciones humanas son tan importantes y
significativas para nosotros... jSon como un pequeio anticipo del Cielo!

iGracias, Joanne y George, por darnos ese anticipo!

Amor, en Nuestro Sefior,

Padre Tony



